
Rutland County Council                  
Catmose   Oakham   Rutland   LE15 6HP.
Telephone 01572 722577 Facsimile 01572 75307 DX28340 Oakham

Minutes of the MEETING of the RUTLAND SACRE (STANDING ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION) held in the Council Chamber, Catmose, 
Oakham on Tuesday, 3rd October, 2017 at 4.30 pm

PRESENT: 

GROUP A – Representatives of other Churches and Faiths
1. Mr Andreas Menzies The Roman Catholic Church
2. Mrs Eileen Ray The Methodist Church
3. Mrs Julie Barnwell The Baptist Church

GROUP C – Teacher Representatives
6. Mrs Megan Davis National Association of Head Teachers

(NAHT)
7. Mr Patrick Toner Religious Education teacher at 

Uppingham Community College – 
National Education Union (NEU)

Local Education Authority Officers
10. Ms Gill Curtis Head of Learning and Skills, RCC
11. Mrs Amanda Fitton SACRE/RE Adviser, Cambridgeshire, 

Northamptonshire, Peterborough and 
Rutland County Council (Officer)

12. Mr Kit Silcock Clerk, RCC

Co-opted Groups
13. Ms Katy Walker Rutland Head Teachers’ Forum

APOLOGIES:

GROUP B – Church of England Representatives
14. Mrs Barbara Crellin Peterborough Diocese

GROUP B – Church of England Representatives
4. Mrs Sara Barrett Rutland Deanery
5. The Revd Dr Peter Holmes Peterborough Diocese

GROUP D – Local Education Authority Representative
8. Miss Gale Waller (Chair) Rutland County Council (Councillor)
9. Mrs Lucy Stephenson Rutland County Council (Councillor)



A round of introductions took place for the benefit of those new to the meeting.

311 OPENING PRAYER 

The opening prayer was read by Mr Andreas Menzies.

312 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

It was proposed by Mrs Stephenson that Miss Waller would continue in her role as 
Chair. The proposal was seconded by Mr Menzies.

It was proposed by Miss Waller that Mrs Stephenson would continue in her role as 
Vice Chair. The proposal was seconded by Mr Menzies.

AGREED:

1. Miss Waller would be Chair of the Rutland SACRE for 2017-2018.
2. Mrs Stephenson would be Vice Chair of the Rutland SACRE for 2017-2018.

313 RECORD OF MEETING 

The Minutes of the Rutland Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
(SACRE) held on 4th July 2017 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the 
Chair.

314 MATTERS ARISING 

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. Mrs Fitton is to follow up on talking with Ms Gill Curtis regarding approaching 
schools that had not engaged yet with the Network Meetings.

ii. All other actions from the previous meeting were confirmed as complete.

ACTION: Mrs Fitton

315 MEMBERSHIP REVIEW 

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. Mrs Fitton was going to approach humanists at another SACRE meeting 
tomorrow, and had been speaking with a Sikh regarding membership and was 
waiting to hear back.

ii. The Chair suggested writing to the Quakers in Oakham regarding membership. 
Revd Jones would speak with a contact he had at the Quakers.

iii. Mrs Fitton had looked into the census and there was a small percentage of 
Muslim, Sikh, and Hindu in Rutland. It would be good to have one to represent 
families.



316 DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

During discussion the following points were noted: 

i. The last development plan was lengthy so Mrs Fitton had a go at making it 
shorter and more in line with Peterborough’s.

ii. If schools wanted to pilot the agreed syllabus, they would need to contact 
SACRE.

iii. Assessment tools for the agreed syllabus had gone out to primary schools via 
the SACRE newsletter.

iv. There was an extremely poor turnout from schools for the Network Meeting 
held on 02 October 2017 despite it being publicised on flyers.

v. Work was being done for Whissendine Primary School to hold a whole school 
multi-faith day on 29th January 2018, with different faiths being there to host a 
number of activities.

vi. Ms Curtis happy to support with Network Meetings by speaking with 
Headteacher and Local Authority Partnerships, and advertising on bulletins.

vii. Work was being done to give training to school Governors, and raising the 
profile of SACRE.

viii. Mrs Fitton to create a flyer taking information from the SACRE newsletter and 
Network Meetings, and how it all fitted it. Will send this to Mr Silcock to 
distribute.

ACTION: Mrs Fitton/Mr Silcock

ix. Mrs Fitton would get a SACRE newsletter organised for each half term and 
send out to Rutland schools.

x. Ms Walker to attend the Headteachers and Local Authority Partnership Meeting 
on Monday 9th October 2017 to publicise the Network Meetings.

xi. The development plan would be referred to over the year and would be an on-
going item on the agenda.

xii. Mr Toner was having trouble organising trips for Religious Education as it could 
only be done during the specific lesson time. Mrs Fitton would have a word with 
Ms Curtis about talking to Headteachers regarding blocking time for trips to 
happen.

ACTION: Mrs Fitton

---oOo---
Ms Curtis left the meeting at 5.00pm and did not return.

---oOo---

317 AGREED SYLLABUS UPDATE 

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. The Agreed Syllabus Conference was held on 21st September 2017 where the 
schools that were piloting the new agreed syllabus was discussed. Minutes 
from this would be circulated to the group.

ACTION: Mr Silcock



ii. A letter would be going out regarding updates as to what was happening and 
thanking everyone that had taken part.

iii. There were currently 20 schools piloting the new syllabus.
iv. The agreed syllabus would need to go to the 9th April 2018 full Council to get 

approval.
v. On Thursday 3rd May 2018, the agreed syllabus would be launched at the 

Marriot Hotel in Huntingdon; this would involve key note speakers and 
workshops throughout the day to help support teachers with the implementation 
of the new syllabus. The launch would be able to host 180. Ms Walker would 
bring this up at the headteacher meeting on Monday.

vi. Revd Jones agreed to proof read syllabus documents, making sure it read 
professionally.

vii. The Chair noted that if anyone had questions regarding the syllabus, that they 
feel free to email onto Mrs Fitton. Mr Silcock would circulate Mrs Fitton’s email 
address to the group.

ACTION: Mr Silcock

viii. Mrs Fitton to ask the Cambridgeshire SACRE clerk, Kerri McCourty, who could 
join the Cambridgeshire Knowledge Hub.

ACTION: Mrs Fitton

ix. The Chair would speak to Ms Curtis to establish how much time schools were 
allocating to Religious Education.

ACTION: Miss Waller

318 NETWORK MEETINGS 

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. There was a disappointing turnout to the meeting on 02 October 2017, despite 
flyers sent out. In a survey done last year, it was noted that schools wanted the 
meetings to happen.

ii. Mrs Fitton requested that we contact the R.E. leads rather than the 
headteachers. Ms Walker would try to get leads from the headteachers meeting 
on Monday. The Chair noted that there should be a list of R.E. teachers on the 
Council’s file system in the SACRE folder. Mr Silcock would look into this and 
send out emails asking if the contact details were up to date.

ACTION: Mr Silcock

iii. At present, the Network Meetings were aimed at Primary schools. Mrs Fitton 
would talk with Dr Martyn Smith and Mr Toner regarding getting Secondary 
schools involved with the meetings.

iv. Mrs Fitton would let Ms Walker know of the date of the next Network Meeting 
by next week.

ACTION: Mrs Fitton



319 ANY URGENT BUSINESS 

i. The Chair discussed the latest National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) 
briefing and that there would be a report published this term called ‘Religious 
Education for all’ which detailed key issues with current curriculum etc. There 
would be a join conference between NASACRE and the Association of 
Religious Education Inspectors, Advisers and Consultants (AREIAC) in 
Birmingham. Mrs Fitton to ask if anyone could attend as there could be an 
impact on the new agreed syllabus.

ii. At present, Rutland SACRE pays £95 a year to be in the NASACRE. It was 
going to be decided at next year’s NASACRE annual meeting whether a £10 
increase would be introduced. Members of the group agreed that this increase 
would be acceptable.

iii. Inter-faith week would start on Sunday 12th November.
iv. Mr Silcock would send a copy of the Rutland SACRE newsletter to Mr Toner.
v. Mr Silcock to circulate login details for the NASACRE website to the group.
vi. Mr Silcock to check whether the Rutland SACRE Annual Report was sent to 

NASACRE.

ACTION: Mr Silcock

vii. Mrs Stephenson volunteered to collate any updates that can go on the agenda.
viii. The next NASACRE conference would take place on 24th May in London. Mrs 

Fitton and the Chair would likely attend.

320 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Rutland SACRE will take place on Tuesday 9th January 2018 
at 4.30pm in the Council Chamber.

---oOo---
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.04 pm.

---oOo---


